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Sudan Ready To Host Ethiopian-Eritrean Dialogue 
JN1007121588 Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1020 GMT 
10 Jul &8 


[Text] Khartoum, 10 Jul (SUNA}—Foreign Minister Dr 
Husayn Abu Salih has announced Khartoum’s readiness 
to host a dialogue between the Fthiopian Government 
and the Eritrean factions if both sides wish. 


In an interview published in today’s edition of AL- 
NAHAR, Abu Salih said that Sudan has continued its 
good offices mission with Ethiopia and the factions. Its 
goal in doing so is to resolve the Eritrean issue peace- 
fully, bring the two sides to the negotiating table, and 
pave the way for bilateral negotiations without showing 
any bias or interfering in the internal affairs of any party. 
The minister noted that the Ethiopian Government is 
still studying the peace proposals submitted by Sudan at 
the last joint meeting. He added that the sessions of the 
bilateral ministerial committee will resume once the 
Ethiopian Government completes its consideration of 
these vroposals and conveys its response. In his inter- 
view, the foreign minister also expressed hope that 
Sudan will be able to play an effective role in improving 
ties between Egypt and the Libyan Jamahiriyah. He 
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explained that the failure of past initiatives to normalize 
relations between the two states should not prevent 
Sudan from doing what it can to achieve this objective. 


Meeting of Central African Customs Union Ends 
AB1 307083188 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] The 47th ministerial meeting of the manage- 
ment committee of the Customs and Economic Union of 
Central Africa [UDEAC] ended this afternoon at the 
Organization's building in Bangui. [Words indistinct] as 
at the opening session, it was Joseph Tsanga Abanda, the 
Cameroonian minister of industrial and commercial 
development and current chairman of the management 
committee, who presided over the closing ceremony. He 
did so in the presence of all his fellow members of the 
committee. The final communique, read by (Ambroise 
Zongo Ngoy), UDEAC’s deputy secretary general, placed 
special emphasis on the implementation of the decisions 
and recommendations made during the deliberations. 
Also, on behalf of the delegates, Mr. (Ngoy) thanked the 
government and people of the Central African Republic 
for the warm welcome and kindness they had been 
shown. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Receives Message From Somali President 
EA1207103788 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
ia Amharic !700 GMT /1 Jul 88 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam has 
received a message from Somali President Mohamed 
Siad Barre. The ETHIOPI’.N NEWS AGENCY'’s palace 
correspondent, Asefa Seyoum, has the details: 


[Asefa] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, president of the 
PDRE, and commander in chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, received a message today from the 
Somali leader, His Excellency President Mohamed Siad 
Barre. At a ceremony this afternoon in his excellency the 
comrade secretary general’s special office at the WPE 
Central Committee, the Somali leader’s message was 
delivered to the comrade secretary general by the Somali 
foreign minister, Mohamed Ali Hamud. 


After receiving the message from President Siad Barre, 
Comrade President Mengistu held talks with the Somali 
foreign minister on relations between Ethiopia and 
Somalia. It was noted that recent efforts to improve ties 
between Ethiopia and Somalia, which had long been 
sour, and for the two neighbors to establish their friend- 
ship for the mutual benefit of their peoples and for 
peace, were progressing well. 


Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of the WPE Central 
Committee Politburo and foreign minister, was also present. 


Shengo To Establish Regional Administrations 
EA0807201988 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 7 Jul 88 


[Text] The National Shengo Assembly decided at the end 
of its second regular session that a local authority and 
administrative body should be established in each of 3 
autonomous and |! administrative regions. The report 
presented by Comrade Fiseha Desta, member of the 
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the WPE, 
vice president of the PDRE, and chairman of the 
Shengo’s Organizational and Administrative Affairs 
Commission, said that the task should be undertaken in 
1981 Ethiopian calendar [1988-89]. 


The autonomous regions to be set up next year comprise 
Aseb, Ogaden, and Dire Dawa, while the administrative 
zones will cover Metekel, North Welo and South Welo, 
Asosa, Bale Gambela, and West Harerge and East 
Harerge, South Omo and Welega. 


The National Shengo passed the decision to establish 
area deputies in 3 autonomous regions and | 1 adminis- 
trative zones in 1981 [Ethiopian calendar] with a view to 
free these areas from backwardness and to provide 
administrative efficiency. Comrade Fiseha Desta’s com- 
mission report noted that the Shengo declared in its 
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decision that the development endeavors would con- 
tinue in the regions not mentioned in the Shengo’s 
decision and that elections of local deputies will be held 
in 1982 Ethiopian calendar [1989-90]. 


Rebels Attack Government Troops in Tigray 
LD1207184488 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Text] Tigray—On (?2 July) 1988, the heroic fighters of 
the TPLF attacked a Dergue force at (Mukelu), which 
had made several unsuccessful attempts to enter the 
liberated areas of Tigray. More than 1,700 Dergue troops 
were put out of action in an extensive 3-hour counterof- 
fensive that lasted from 0630 to 0930. The heroic 
combatants of the TPLF killed 1,279 Dergue troops, 
wounded 405, and captured another 57. They also seized 
568 weapons of various types, a two-way radio, and a 
great deal of ammunition. The Dergue’s 7th Division, 
comprising two brigades and other auxiliary units took 
part in the battle and suffered major losses. 


In about 2 weeks, and on this front alone, the Dergue has 
lost more than 4,760 of the troops it brought from 
Gonder, Metema [western Ethiopia] and Asmera. It has 
also lost some 1,000 weapons. 


Tanzania 


Kenyan President Moi Pays Official Visit 
EA1307100388 Nairobi KNA in English 1443 GMT 
11 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] Nairobi, 11th July, (KNA)}—H.E. President 
Daniel arap Moi arrived in Dar es Salaam today in the 
morning to a red carpet welcome at the start of a 
three-day state visit to the United Republic of Tanzania. 
The president, who arrived at Dar es Salaam Interna- 
tional Airport shortly after 10.00 a.m. (local time) was 
given a warm reception by his host, President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi and senior officials of the Tanzanian Govern- 
ment. President Moi was also greeted with a 21-gun 
salute after which he inspected a guard of honour 
mounted by a detachment of the Tanzanian Armed 
Forces. Also to welcome the president and his delegation 
were several traditional dancers, Tanzanian musicians 
and hundreds of Kenyan nationals living in Tanzania. 
The reception at the airport was marked with dancing, 
cheering and ululation. 


Along the route from the airport to State House, Dar es 
Salaam, the streets were packed to capacity with city 
residents chanting in praise of Presidents Moi and 
Mwinyi. At the entrance of the State House, Presiden: 
Moi was given a rousing welcome by cultural troupes 
sounding traditional drums. And along the drive to the 
State House, were women lined up both sides waving 
green branches, which according to the Tanzanian cul- 
ture, symbolises peace. [passage omitted] 
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Accompanying President Moi is H.E. Minister for For- 
eign Affairs and International Co-operation Dr Robert 
Ouko, two ministers of state in the Office of the Presi- 
dent, Messrs Hussein Maalim Mohamed and Burundi 
Nabwera; the minister for transport and communica- 
tions, Kenneth Matiba; the :ainister for co-operative 
developmeit, Katana Ngala; the minister for commerce, 
Kimaiyo arap Sego; and the minister for political affairs 
and national guidance, James Njiru. [passage omitted] 


Discussions Begin 
EA1307101188 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 11 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] His Excellency President Daniel arap Moi, 
who is on a 3-day state visit to the United Republic of 
Tanzania, this afternoon held talks with President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi at State House, Dar es Salaam. 


The two heads of state agreed on the need to strengthen 
relations between the two countries, especially by con- 
stant visits to one another's country. They also agreed on 
the need to have regular consultative meetings amongst 
technocrats of the two countries to work out modalities 
of strengthening economic cooperation as well as other 
fields of mutual benefit. 


Welcoming President Moi to Tanzania, President Mwinyi 
noted that the visit was a manifestation of the growing 
cooperation between the two countries. President Mwinyi 
briefed President Moi on the recent Chama Cha Mapinduzi, 
CCM, elections, as well as the country’s state of economy. 
He pointed out that Tanzania's (?staggering) economy was 
now getting up with the assistance of the IMF, the World 
Bank, and some friendly countries. 


In reply, President Moi thanked (?him), the party, the 
government, and the people of Tanzania for the warm 
reception given to him and his delegation by thousands 
of jubilant Tanzanians on their arrival in Dar es Salaam. 
He reiterated that the salvation of Africans lay in their 
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unity and as such, they should resist all maneuvers to 
divide them along ideological lines. President Moi noted 
that Africa has enormous resources that needed unity in 
order to be able to exploit them. He also briefed Presi- 
dent Mwinyi on the recent lining-up process of elections 
in Kenya, which he said was a great success that had left 
Kenyans satisfied. [passage omitted] 


Cooperation Highlighted 
EA1307110988 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 11 Jul 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Ali Hassan Mwiny has 
reaffirmed Tanzania's position on strengthening coopera- 
tion and unity in East Africa. The president was speaking at 
a State banquet he hosted this evening in honor of Kenyan 
President Daniel arap Moi at State House, Dar es Salaam. 
He said there had been high levels of cooperatior between 
Tanzania and Kenya in the fields of trade, tourism, culture, 
communications, and transport. President Mwinyi noted 
that this collaboration should be broadened further, which 
would make it possible for the (?countries) of eastern and 
southern Africa to have greater cooperation. In addition, 
President Mwinyi reiterated Tanzania's support for the 
liberation struggle in Africa, especially in Namibia and 
South Africa, and its backing of efforts for a new interra- 
tional economic order. 


In his remarks at the banquet, Kenyan President Daniel 
arap Moi called on East African countries, particularly 
Tanzania and Kenya, to investigate the problems that 
may stand in the way of efforts to strengthen relations 
among the states of the region and to find solutions. 
President Moi said he had no doubt that cooperation 
between Kenya and Tanzania would be even stronger in 
the future. He explained that Kenya supported the 
Frontline States, including Tanzania. 


President Moi arrived in the country this morning for a 
3-day official visit. 
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Angola 


BBC Says Delegation ‘Happy’ With New York Talks 
MB1307203288 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The four-nation talks in New York on the future 
of Angola and Namibia have ended and the final com- 
munique has been issued. They seem to have gone better 
than the last round in Cairo when at one point it looked 
as though the South Africans were on the verge of 
walking out. Officials from Angola, Cuba, the United 
States, and South Africa even extended the New York 
talks into a 3d day. On the line to New York, Caroline 
Dempster asked Karmel Tou what the final communi- 
que said: 


[Begin recording] [Tou] Well, the communique just says 
that the discussions took place in a constructive spirit 
and they were positive and productive. And they say that 
the delegations in New York reached agreement in 
reference to their governments on i basic document, 
which they call principles for peaceful settlement in 
southwesiern Africa. They said that pending the 
approval of the governments, they agreed that the next 
objective in the negotiations is to translate these basic 
principles into agreement on a comprehensive settle- 
ment. They said they also discussed ways to create a 
climate in the region to achieve further progress in the 
negotiations. Now, they have agreed to meet again at the 
senior expert level during the first week of August. That 
is a slightly higher level than they met at out in New 
York, but of course, they said they want this document to 
be approved by the governments first. 


[Dempster] Now I understand that you have just come 
back from the Angolan press conference. Did the Ango- 
lans have anything further to say in addition to the 
communique? 


[Tou] Well, the Angolans again would not reveal the 
details of the document, but they say they are happy with 
the results of the talks, the atmosphere of the work was 
good, all parties had a will to work and find solutions. 
They say that... 


{[Dempster, interrupting] Did they mention anything 
about a timetable for withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola? 


[Tou] No. The document refers to principles for peaceful 
settlement in southwestern Africa, which presumably 
refers both to independence for Namibia and troop 
withdrawals, but they are saying nothing. They are 
saying nothing about troop withdrawals. We are not 
getting details of how far things have progressed, 
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although people say the Angolans are being more posi- 
tive than they have been in the past. They are usually 
much more cautious. After these rounds of talks, | think 
we really have to wait and see. [end recording] 


Dos Santos Messages Delivered to Mugabe, Masire 
MB1207073188 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 12 Jul 88 


[Text] Luis Neto Kiembata, Angola’s ambassador to 
Zambia and Botswana, has been instructed by President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos to deliver to the Zimbabwe and 
Botswana heads of state messages on the quadripartite 
talks that seek solutions to the problems in southern 
Africa. Accordingly, the Angolan diplomat is scheduled 
to deliver a message to President Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe today. Luis Neto Kiembata is due to arrive in 
the Zimbabwean capital, Harare, today. He will then 
proceed to Gaborone where he will deliver a message for 
President Quett Masire of Botswana. 


Ambassador Kiembata has already delivered messages 
to Presidents Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania and Ken- 
neth Kaunda of Zambia. 


Defense Minister Doubts RSA‘s Desire for Peace 
MB1307154088 Umtaia Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Text] Angola’s defense minister says he doubts that 
South Africa wants a peaceful solution to the conflicts in 
the region. Speaking as both, countries hold high level 
talks in New York, General Pedro Tonha told the official 
Angolan ANGOP news agency that recently South Afri- 
can moves in southern Angola have undermined Preto- 
ria’s credibility. He says although there were some pos- 
itive signs initially, recent developments do not inspire 
much confidence in the seriousness of South Africa’s 
approach to the negotiations. 


Gen Tonha’s comments contrast with the generally opti- 
mistic reports emerging from the New York talks, which 
also involve Cuba and the United States. The talks are 
due to end later today. 


Benguela Commissar on Successes Against UNITA 
MB1407075188 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 1900 GMT 
13 Jul 88 


[Text] Benguela, | 3 Jul (ANGOP)—In a recent interview 
with ANGOP, Benguela Provincial Commissar Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Joao Lourenco said that the situation in 
Benguela Province remains stable and work is peaceful. 


Lt Col Joao Lourenco said that the defense and security 
forces have been carrying out successful actions against 
the UNITA gang, which seeks to destabilize the prov- 
ince’s economic and social life. 
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He stated that, in the wake of the invading South African 
Army’s major defeat at Cuito Cuanavale, the UNITA 
gang has been ordered to carry out spectacular actions 
against defenseless people in the province. He stressed 
that these actions were frustrated. He added that, 
through them, the enemy sought to show the world that 
it would be a valid interlocutor at the quardripartite talks 
among Angola, Cuba, the United States, and South 
Africa which aim to restore peace in Angola and grant 
independence to Namibia. 


Moreover, Lt Col Lourenco praised the behavior of the 
people’s defense forces and the territorial forces sta- 
tioned in Ganda District, especially in Chicuma Com- 
mune and in the town of Ganda. He said that these 
forces inflicted considerable human and material losses 
on the enemy over the last 2 months. He also rejected 
enemy allegations that they are fighting foreign troops 
and added that the enemy seeks mainly to destroy 
economic targets that are not even protected by Cuban 
internationalist forces. 


Republic of South Africa 


Delegates Cited on of New York Talks 
MB1307120188 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Text] A communique is to be issued by the delegates 
attending the talks between South Africa, Angola, Cuba, 
and the United States in New York later today. Radio 
RSA’s representative in the United States said the talks 
would continue today, despite earlier indications that 
they would last 2 days. Delegates are discussing the 
future of Angola and Namibia. 


The director general of the South African Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Neil van Heerden, who is also the 
leader of the South African delegation, said that all the 
parties in New York had drawn up a document which 
would be given to the various governments for comment. 


The chief of staff of the Angolan Armed Forces, Gen 
Antonio dos Santos Franca, who is the leader of his 
country’s delegation, confirmed that the talks had gone 
well. Radio RSA’s representative in New York said that 
the South Africans would return home later today to 
report to the government. 


Correspondent on Talks 
MB1307201288 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1856 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Text] [Announcer Clarence Keyter] For the latest news 
on the negotiations between South Africa, Angola, the 
United States, and Cuba, we called Marius Kleynhans, 
our New York representative. Good evening, Marius. 


[Kleynhans] Good evening, Clarence. I think the most 
important thing, now that the talks have ended, is that 
negotiators have compiled a document that constitutes 
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the basic principles for agreement on Angola and South- 
West Africa. This document must be approved by all 
governments involved before it is valid. The document 
says that the joint communique will henceforth be 
known as the principles for a peaceful agreement in 
southwestern Africa. The delegates also agreed that if 
these principles are approved, they must incorporate the 
basic rules in the agreements into a comprehensive 
accord. In the joint communique, they addressed meth- 
ods that can be followed to create a climate in the region 
for further progress in the talks. The negotiators say they 
realize the importance of accelerating the pace of the 
negotiations, and they suggest and hope their govern- 
ments will approve that they meet again on a senior 
official level as in New York, in the first week of next 
month. In the last part of the communique, they say that 
the New York round of talks had a constructive spirit, 
and that they were positive and productive. 


In addition to the document | referred to, I got the 
chance to talk to the leader of the South African delega- 
tion, who is also the director general of foreign affairs, 
Mr Neil van Heerden. As far as they are concerned, the 
decisions are still in the planning stages. At this meeting, 
he said there was an effort to bridge a number of 
important problems, but he feels the negotiations will be 
long and there is a momentum and trust at this stage that 
will assist the negotiators further. 


[Keyter] Good, Marius. May I ask quickly about the 
reference to peace in southern Africa? Does it include 
South-West Africa/Namibia and Angola? 


{[Kleynhans] They have created a group name we have 
not come across in previous talks and negotiations. They 
refer to South-Westerly Africa, but basically it is about 
the two countries, South-West Africa and Angola. 


[Keyter] Unfortunately, we must go. We wish you the 
best in Washington. 


[Kleynhans] Thank you, Clarence. Good night. 


Ministry Says Dukakis Remarks ‘Out of Context’ 
MB1407075588 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 14 Jul 88 


[Text] The Department of Foreign Affairs has said in 
Pretoria th «t remarks made by the American presiden- 
tial hopefui, Mr Michael Dukakis, about the use of force 
by the United States against South Africa had been taken 
out of context. 


Earlier, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
asked for a copy of the remarks made by Mr Dukakis 
during a BBC program and the context in which these 
remarks were made. 
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A spokesman for Foreign Affairs said that during the 
program Mr Dukakis had been reacting to a question by 
the civil rights leader, the Reverend Jesse Jackson, about 
action against Renamo bases. 


Police Reportedly Raid Antiapartheid Offices 
MB1307171788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1709 GMT 
13 Jul 88 


[Text] Cape Town July 13 SAPA—Police raided offices 
of several anti-apartheid organisations in Cape Town 
today and allegedly confiscaied a poster advertising 
Nelson Mandela's 70th birthday. 


The South African Council of Churches said in a state- 
ment that police raided the offices of the Cape Youth 
Congress, the United Democratic Front and the Cape 
Areas Housing Action Committee at 10:00 a.m. 


Later in the afternoon they raided the offices of the 
Western Province Council of Churches. In one of the 
offices police allegedly confiscated a tape secording of a 
June 16 memorial service ap‘ a poster advertising Man- 
dela’s birthday. 


In the Cahac office they took a banner on which Mrs 
Winnie Mandela appeared, the statement said. 


The statement said the raids had created the impression 
“the police were looking for documents and for posters 
that they could submit to a magistrate as part of their 
argument for having the Mandela birthday celebrations 
banned.” 


[SAPA precedes this item with the following notice: 
“Attention editors: the following report may contravene 
emergency or other media regulations. Police have been 
approached for comment”] 


SAP Public Relations Division Unrest Reports 


11 Jul Report 
MB1207072988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0717 GMT 
12 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 12 SAPA—The following unrest- 
related incidents were reported by the SAP Public Rela- 
tions Division overnight: 


‘ at Hammersdale (Natal) an unknown gunman fired a 
number of shots at a groups of blacks. Three black men 
sustained slight wounds. 


“At Mbobo (Pietermaritzburg) a black man was seri- 
ously wounded when he was siabbed by a group of 
blacks.” 
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12 Jul Report 
M8B1307072988 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0712 GMT 
13 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 13 SAPA—The following unrest- 
related incident was reported by the SAP Public Rela- 
tions Division overnight: “At ashdown (Natal) tear- 
smoke was used to disperse two fighting groups. Police 
then found a black female with a gunshot wound in the 


right thigh.” 


13 Jul Report 
MB1407075388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0739 GMT 
14 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July 14 SAPA—The following is the 
unrest report from the Police Division of Public Rela- 
tions, Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Ashdown (Natal) a group of blacks stoned security 
force members, injuring a member. The members fired 
shotgun rounds to disperse the group. !0 black females 
and 6 males sustained slight injuries. 


“At Diepkloof (Soweto) a private home was severely 
damzged by arsonists. 


“At Modderdamweg (Cape Town) a private vehicle was 
damaged by stonethrowers. 


“At Bonteheuwel (Cape Town) a security force patrol 
was stoned by a group of coloureds. Two coloured males 
were arrested.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 


12 Jul Review 
MB1 207100488 [Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN 


Church ng of SADF Criticized—Johanncsburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 11 July says in a page 6 
editorial that the Dutch Reformed Church should “tread 
carefully when it comes to questioning the South African 
presence in Angola.” THE CITIZEN believes the clergy- 
men who question South Africa's presence in Argola are 
“playing into the hands of the enemy at a time when 
South Africa should be united in facing the Cuban 
challenge, for if South Africa loses the military and 
diplomatic battle, our whole position in South-West 
Africa and the Southern African region will be in danger 
of collapse. In other words, we need the confidence to do 
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what we have to do, muiitarily as well as diplomatically, 
to bring about a just settlement of the Angolan and 
South-West African issues so that all can live in peace in 
Southern Africa.” 


STAR 


State Clemency for Sharpeville Six Urged—Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English on 12 July says in a page 14 
editorial that the main argument against clemency for 
the Sharpeville Six “is political. It has two prongs. The 
one is that clemency will anger the white right. So it will. 
So what? The other is that commuting the sentences to 
life imprisonment will somehow convey to black partic- 
ipants in the October local elections that the country has 
gone soft on political savagery, and that they will there- 
fore be less protected from mobs. The argument does not 
hold water and the Government's will to enforce order is 
not in doubt.” THE STAR exhorts the state president to 
“exercise his right to dispense mercy,” because every day 
that passes ““makes it harder to do without looking like a 
climbdown in the face of pressure.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Resolution on Withdrawal From Namibia—In a page 6 
editorial Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 
12 July says “the price of disengagement from Angola, it 
appears increasingly plain, is the implementation of the 
10-year-old UN Resolution 435 which envisages a 
phased withdrawal from Namibia.” “The sooner SA 
extricates itself from Angola, and hands over to stronger 
forces the responsibility for evicting the Cubans and for 
ensuring that they do not overrun Namibia, the better 
for SA itself. This country will need in the coming decade 
all the financial and physical resources it can muster, it 
has no business fighting other people's battles for them.” 
Decrease in Strike Action Welcomed—A second editorial 
on the same page welcomes “the news that industrial 
strike action, if not political stayaways, has fallen off in 
the past six months.” “The relative peace will not 
necessarily last, but it does give industry and workers 
time to consolidate the adjustments in their relationship 
that have occurred in the past decade.” 


CAPE TIMES 


SADF Presence in Angoia Opposed —Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 8 July says in a page 6 editorial that 
the debate on whether South African troops should be in 
Angola has been raised “at the highest levels of the 
influential Dutch Reformed Church.” By voicing these 
doubts the church “reinforces the strategic arguments for 
withdrawal on a fundamental moral basis.” “South Afri- 
ca’s presence in Angola has been opposed in these 
columns for more than a decade, largely on the strategic 
grounds that this involvement would draw the Soviet 
bloc more deeply into Southern Africa in defence of its 


SOUTH AFRICA 


chents in the region. This has now come to pass.” “If the 
SADF entry into Angola was designed to push back the 
conflict from our borders, it has achieved precisely the 
opposite effect.” 


BURGER 


RSA Interest in Anpola—*|It should be common knowl- 
edge by now that the South African Government has 
always intended withdrawing its soldiers from Angoia, 
the moment it thinks it is possible and is in its own 
interests,” remarks a page 10 editorial in Cape Town 
DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 8 July. “It is precisely 
those interests—the protection of Calueque and the 
security of the people in Namibia and further south— 
that are being threatened by over 50,000 Cuban troops in 
Angola, who among other things provide a cover for 
terrorists and even training camps for SWAPO and the 
ANC.” DIE BURGER points out that “South Africa 
does not want Angoia. There is no proof taat South 
Africa’s presence there is due to any expansionist 
motives. The expansionist urge lies with Cuba, who 
together with SWAPO, plans devilish plots against South 
Africa.” 


BEELD 


Resumption of Angola Peace Talks—Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 11 July comments in a page 8 
editorial on the resumption of the Angola peace talks in 
the United States, saying South Africa is participating in 
the talks despite the death of 12 of its soldiers during a 
bloody clash with Cubans in southern Angola. BEELD 
hopes that “Cuba and Angola are not so dumb as to view 
this as a weakness.” The editorial also says that South 
Africa “gave Cuba a bloody nose in Angola despite 
Cuba's military support from the USSR and the interna- 
tional boycott of South Africa. The humiliation of hav- 
ing to withdraw more than 50,000 soldiers is great. It 
also creates economic problems for Cuba. But that is 
Cuba's problem. South Africa is militarily undermined 
because negotiations are going slowy.” RSA Likely To 
Develop Fighter Planes—“The presence of highly sophis- 
ticated fighter planes in the so-called Frontline states has 
brought home an uncomfortable truth: South Africa 
cannot depend much longer on its air supremacy to 
effectively defend its air space,” observes a second 
editorial on the same page. “The upgrading of the Mirage 
111 to a Cheetah is just one of the examples of what can 
be achieved if a country is cut off from its regular 
suppliers. The question is no longer whether a fighter 
plane is possible but rather how soon the world will see 
the results.” 


NAMIBIAN 


Criticism of NANSO Boycott Secrecy—Editor Gwen 
Lister writes in her “Political Perspective” column on 
page 12 of Windhock THE NAMIBIAN in English on 
8-14 July, that for organizations such as the National 
Namibian Student's Organization (NANSO) “to state 
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that they do not want io make public their Congressional 
decision on the quesiion of whether or not to continue 
the school boycott, is counter-productive; and only suc- 
ceeds in disadvantaging their membership, and those 
they represent, who are not necessarily passed down 
through branch level. They are accountable to their 
membership—the many thousands of students through- 
out Namibia—and one of the ways to reach their sup- 
porters, is through the press. Many of their members 
would find incomprehensible the fact that no guidance 
was given (through the public media) by NANSO, on the 
question of the school boycotts. Let us hope that a strong 
and decisive decision will be taken when NANSO meets 
parents and workers thiy weekend.” Windhoek Bomb 
Blast Condemned—The p.ge 13 editorial says if the 
Windhoek butchery bomb blast was a political act then 
“the rationale behind the bombing of a civilian target is 
certainly not the rationale needed to resolve an already 
confused situation is this country.” “For a senivr police 
officer to make public accusations shortly after the bomb 
exploded is an act of gross irresponsibility, and can only 
be seen as an attempt to sow division, fear and hatred 
among the Namibian population. Those who insist on 
using political violence in their cowardly attempts to 
change the course of Namibia's destiny are making a 
fatal mistake.” 


13 Jul Review 
MB1 307102088 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN 


Isolation of RS. Sports Cmdemned—Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 12 July says in its page 6 
editorial it is “sickening” that sports in Souih Africa “is 
almost totally integrated, yet the net of isolation is being 
drawn ever tighter round our sportsmen.” “Nobody is 
telling countries like the Scandinavian lands, Pakistan or 
India to let South African tennis, cricket or any of! er 
sport get on with the game; nobody is saying enough 1s 
enough, that sports isolation of South Africa is uncalled 
for.” As a result “all sportsmen, black as well as white, 
are forced to suffer almost total isolation.” 


STAR 


of Black Rent Problem Urged—Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English on 13 July says in a page 12 
editorial that for the Soweto City Council to cut off the 
power in the township unless rent arrears a:. paid “can 
only increase the bitterness in a futile test of strength. 
What is particularly unfair is that residents who have 
paid their bills suffer as much as those who have not. 
Such indiscriminate punitive action is bound to make 
new enemies while reinforcing the boycott.” “The Gov- 
ernment must make negotiation possible. Community 
leaders must be willing to negotiate so that fair rents and 
tariffs can be charged and paid, for it is surely unfair for 
any community to get expensive services indefinitely for 
nothing.” ‘Demonstrators’ Disrupt Black Education— 


SOUTH AFRICA 


The director of the Johannesburg region of the Depart- 
ment of Education and Training, Gunther Merboid, 
comments on the veek-long schools stayaway in Soweto 
to protest against the detention of pupils, saying 
“extremists must take full responsibility for the terrible 
consequences which are bound to follow: responsibility 
for unschooled, uneducated and undisciplined youth.” 
“With less than 80 school days left to final examinations, 
most matriculants face a backlog of many months due to 
deliberate disruption.” “7 he demonstrators are dragging 
everybody down.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Economic Success Vital for RSA Solution—Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 13 July says in a 
page 6 editorial that the search for a political solution for 
the country must continue, but due to the polarization 
between the black and white communities, the search “is 
likely to be prolonged.” “On one hand, economic devel- 
opment cannot await the outcome, on the other, eco- 
nomic failure would propel the country into ever-esca- 
iating conflict. In any event, the rapid elimination of 
economic restrictions (including the Group Areas Act 
and the Land Acts) would help smooth the pat’: to 
political conciliation.” Editorial on Dukakis Use of force 
Threat—*“The threat of Michael Dukakis to consy fer the 
use of force against SA if he wins the America, presi- 
dency is a measure of the man’s limited experience in 
foreign policy and reflection of the American delusion of 
a ‘manifest destiny’ to improve mankind,” says a second 
editorial on the same page. “Tine Americans repeatedly 
get their fingers burned; the victims of their immense 
and destructive good intentions tend to get their necks 
broken. If nothing else, the history of American ‘fixing’ 
around the world shonld serve as a reminder to our 
foreign minister and others that it is foolish to say to the 
Americans: ‘Do your damnedest.’ They may just do so.” 
Need To Discard Political Preconceptions—Managing 
director of the Trust Bank, Chris van Wyk, writes on the 
same page that “we are rapidly becoming experts at 
drawing up lists of what cannot be achieved. This trend 
has to he reversed.” He points to three areas requiring 
political effort: “First of all, law and order, security and 
socio-political stability must be maintained. Secondly, 
no stone should be left unturned in ap unstinting and 
enterprising search for a political breakthrough. But fc~ 
that to happen, the whites will have 10 have the courage 
to face the fact that speedy and complete dismantling of 
the remnants of apartheid is a orerequisite. Thirdly, it is 
important to launch a pro-active campaign to normaliz* 
SA's international economic and financial relations.” 
Van Wyk says “we musi be prepared to discard all our 
preconceptions and take an unbiased look at national 
questions and their solutions.” 


SOWETAN 


Township Rent Issue—A page 4 editorial in Johannes- 
burg SOWETAN in English on 13 July says: “We dc not 
wish to be overly churiish by withholding prais* from the 
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Soweto Council for their switching back the eiectricity 
service. We are also charmed by their concern for us in 
these cold times. But they seem to be treating the 
symptoms not the disease. They need to meet the people 
and if the people wish to negotiate without the council- 
lors, they cannot afford the luxury of being offended by 
that.” Column Addresses Black Edvcation Issue—In the 
“Sam's Notebook” column on page 8 Sam Mabe writes 
that “we must start now to reduce our dep ondence on 
whites for employment. We must instead learn to create 
jobs ourselves and this can only be possible if we increase 
our knowledge and skills by using the slightest available 
opportunity to learn.” “We need to change our percep- 
tions of what education is and what is to be expected of 
educated people in our comnunity.” 


CAPE 7IMES 


Stance on Group Areas—*. he statement of 
intent by far-rightwingers to monitor the enforcenient of 
the new group areas legislation and to identify transg-es- 
sors is ominous—but hardly unexpected,” observes Cape 
Town CAPE TIMES in English on 11 July in a page 6 
editorial. “So hopes are idle that officialdom will be able 
to look the other way. If the proposed legislation 
becomes law, the market forces which huve steadily 
broken down racial zoning in favour of economic and 
class di.tinctions will be thwarted. Right-wing zealots at 
the local level will be able to obstruct progress when 
anyone tries to invoke the so-called reformist aspects of 
the proposed laws, which allow for some open areas in 
certain conditicns.” 


VADERLAND 


Building of RSA Fighter Plane Likely—Johaynesburg 
DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans on |! July in a page 10 
editcrial welcomes the head of the Air Force, Jan van 
Loggerenberg’s “assurance that we can still stand our 
ground against the sophisticated Russian MiG's, radars, 
and missiles.” DIE VADERLAND believes that Van 
Loggerenberg is in fact saying that “the quality of our 
combatants is so high that it makes up for our weapons 
handicap. No one who is aware of Sou’h Africa's suc- 
cesses can argue with that.” For South Africa to build its 
own fighter plane is “difficult and expcasive,” but the 
Cheetah is a “forerunner of what the Armaments Devel- 
opment and Production Corporation is probably plan- 
ning. The head of the Air Force specifically announced 
that ‘sooner or later’ our fighter flect will have to be 


replaced by cur own planes.” 
BURGER 


Ties With Mozambique May Resume—‘There are signs 
that South Africa and Mozambique *re moving closer to 
healthier relations,” remarks a page » e¢torial in Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 11 July. “Mozam- 
bique will want economic advantages from ties with 
South Africa, while South Africa will go to great lengths 
to ensure the security of a portion of its border area.” 


SOUTH AFRICA 


BURGER notes thai ite receni agrcemcai 10 M3turc the 
power lines of the Cahora Bassa project is “further proof 
that both sides want to renew ties. In < hostile subcon- 
tinent, it will be one less burden for South Africa and it 
need not always be on guard-—with regard to at least one 
of its neighbors.” Cuban * * Prevent Peace in 
Subcontinert—A second editorial on the same page says 
ie Importance of negotiations between South Africa, 
Angola, and Cuba cannot be overemphasized. “The 
problem seems to be that the MPLA government in 
Luanda did not allow the democratic election requested 
by Jonas Savimbi from UNITA, and called in the mili- 
tary aid of communist Cuba in the civil war against 
UNITA. That ‘aid’ grew to a force of approximately 
50,000 Cuban soldiers, some stationed near the Nam:- 
bian border where they present a security threat to the 
entire subcontinent. There can be no doubt that the 
Cubans must first withdraw from Africa before a solu- 
tion can be reached.” From now on “it will be a priority 
to constantly focus the world’s attention on the role of 
the Cubans as the aggressors in Africa.” 


BEELD 


of Participation Noted—*Among coloreds 
the debate about participation in the present political 
set-up continues,” claims a page |2 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 12 July. The leader of 
the colored Labor Party, Allan Hendrickse, has said that 
“despite the successes of participation, he has learned 
that his presence in the cabinet has meant nothing.” But 
BEELD believes that “participation changes the status 
auo. It puts ambitions into words and forces others to 
reconsider their attitudes: it is the alternative to violent 
change which the ANC proposes. Even if the path is 
le ager, it is satisfying because it deals with the concrete 
advancement of communities. We hope participation 
will triumph.” 


REPUBLIKEIN 


DTA ‘Vendetta’ Against NP Leader—The page 4 edito- 
rial in Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans for 
§-14 July says the vendetta by the leader of the Demo- 
cratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA), Dirk Mudge, against 
the leader of the Nationa! Party of South-West Africa, 
Kosie Pretorius, is “one of the worst in the present 
political picture.” “Mr Mudge uses every opportunity to 
arouse suspicion about Mr Pretorius in the minds of the 
other members of the National Assembly. The reason for 
this strange obsession with a Christian leader must be 
found in the risky strategies which the DTA follows, as 
do most left-wing organizations, in order to be acceptod 
by the masses.” 


14 Jul Review 


MB1 407100088 [Editorial Report] 
CITIZEN 


Dukakis Seen as No ThreatA—*!f his policy is anything 
to go by, we feel sorry for the United States if Mr 
Michael Dukakis is ele. .ed President,” claims the page 6 
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editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
13 July. “That Mr Dukakis can even contemplate using 
force against a smali country like South Africa must raise 
doubis about his ability to guide his country’s military 
policy in a global context.” THE CITIZEN believes 
Dukakis is “playing for the Black voie in the Presidential 
election, but South Africa is not going to let itself be 
brow beaten or threatened by him or any other Yank and 
it certainly will not let itself be destroyed by Mr Dukakis. 
economically or milttarily.” 


STAR 


of School Boycotts Urged—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 14 July says in a page 16 
editorial the pupils’ “return to schoo! in Soweto yester- 
day was both welcome and desirable.” “While some 
pre-1976 problems still exist, we do not believe that the 
boycotts will ultimately contribute towards solving 
them. The criticism of the call for a return to school is an 
indication of how divisive this issue has become in the 
black community. Yet i, is surely time for a serious 
reappraisal of the school stayaway as a strategy to force 
change, not only in the educational field, but alsc in the 
political arena.”Call for Desegregation of Buses—aA sec- 
ond editorial on the same page says the South African 
Transport Services “has taken train desegregation sta- 
tion cy station.” Meanwhile, “the buses chug their 
separaie ways, although there has been sore limited 
mixing in Johannesburg. By no-v it must be obvious that 
the heavens remain intact. In the interests of economy 
and working towards national unity, how about more 
daring innovation?” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Delay of Sharpeville Six Execution Welcomed—Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 14 July says ina 
page 6 editorial “the decision to postpone indefinitely 
the execution of the Sharpeville Six was not so much 
sensible as unavoidable, but it does display a welcome 
degree of common sense.” “The only answer to exterzal 
pressure on the legal process of this country is to ensure 
that justice *s done and that the outcome is meticulously 
explained to ensure that justice is dene. These objectives 
will be betier achieved without artificial time 
constraints.” 


SOWETAN 


Train Desegregation To End—*‘It is clear that apartheid 
in suburban trains is being removed because of commer- 
cial considerations and not because there is any sudden 
realisation on the part of the authorities that apartheid is 
immoral,” observes Johannesburg SOWETAN in 


English on 14 July in its page 8 editorial. “li is probably 
no longer profitable to run half empty coaches for white 
passengers. It is so sad to see South Africa, screaming 
and clawing, being pushed into doing things that are as 
natural as breathing in and out.” 


SOUTH AFRICA 


CAPE TIMES 


ANC Civilian Attacks Deploved—Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 12 July says ir a page 6 ed:torial, 
that “it 1s all very well for the ANC, or at least some 
sections of its leadership. to say that its policy ts not to 
attack ‘soft’ targets. or to state that attacks on civilan 
targets are the actions of renegade groups. But Joes it 
condemn them”? Expel them? The limitations imposed 
by the press restrictions on reporting about the ANT 
not help the situation. Yet as far as we can establ 
ANC’s Lusaka headquarters has neither repudiai 
actions nor condemned the perpetrators. In the « 
cf such repudiation, the only conclusion is that 


VADERLAND 


Blacks Oppose Union Stance—*It seems as though the 
blacks are no longer so susceptible to the political slogans 
of the union leaders.” claims a page |2 editorial in 
Johannesburg MME VADERLANDS in Afrikaans on 12 
July. “A guarantee of work, together with decent 
incomes to feed families, will hopefully be mm the fore- 
front of any negotiations now. The pclitical leaders of 
the larger unions are beginning to take note of these 
priorities of the blacks.” “A better understanding of 
difficult negotiations has given institutions the mght 
oppose mvasures if they become law. Hendrickse 
implied that he wants to lead his party on a path of civil 
disobedience. Speaking on his participation in the cabi- 
net, he effectively told blacks that their presence at one 
of the highest 'evels of government would not be worth 
the effort to get there.” It is clear that Hendrickse has 
“started his campaign for an election in the House of 
Representatives which must take place :s. the foreseeable 
future. It is his right to do so, but when he begins to sow 
suspicion with regard to parliament in an attempt to 
outde the radicals, then he 1s Coimg the country a 
disservice.” 


ott. 
ach 
ie 


BEELD 


Dukakis, Kinnock Siance on RSA—*All the proof that 
sanctions only bring more misery to the blacks in South 
Africa, makes no impression on Kinnock and Dukakis,” 
remarks Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 13 July 
in a page 10 editorial. “Fortunately Margaret Thatcher 
does not agree with them. She has also not allowed 
herseif to be blackmailed.” BEELD notes that Dukakis i* 
even willing to use military force against South Africa in 
order to bring about a change in the government. “For- 
tunately we know that most of the big-talkers change 
their minds when they have to take over the leadership 
themselves. However, wild statements like these have 
been heard too frequently lately. Editorial on Township 
Backout—Commenting or the electricity blackout in 
Sowetc township, a second editorial on the same page 
says “the impression must not be created that South 
Africans are insensitive about people who must live in a 
difficult situation. Nevertheless, it is high time that 
Sowetans realize they must shake off the grip cf oppor- 
tunistic intimidators, vandals, and political exploiters, if 
they want to have the same services their white counter- 
parts enjoy, which only come at a price.” 
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Zimbabwe 


UK’s Kinnock Calls Anti-RSA Sanctions ‘Effective’ 
MB1407053588 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 14 Jul 88 


[Text] The British opposition Labor Party leader, Mr 
Neil Kinnock, has arrived in Zimbabwe for a 3-day visit. 
Speaking to the ZBC in Harare, Mr Kinnock called for 
the imposition of comprehensive mandatory sanctions 


SOUTH AFRICA 


against racist South Africa to force the regime to aban- 
don apartheid. He said there was a growing world 
consensus that sanctions are the most effective nonvio- 
lent means of destroying apartheid in South Africa. 


Mr Kinnock expressed optimism on the outcome of the 
Angolan peace talks, which ended in the United States 
yesterday. He said he [words indistinct] expressed soli- 
darity with Zimbabwe as a Frontline State, which is 
engaged in the fight against South Africa destabilization. 
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Benin Guinea 
President Conte Terms Visit to PRC ‘Positive’ 
Party Delegation Arrives for Tulks AB1307180288 Conakry Domestic Service in French 


AB1407074788 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Text] An MPLA-Labor Party delegation arrived in our 
country this afternoon. The group is led by Mrs Maria 
Mambo Cafe, alternate member of the MPLA Central 
Committee Politburo. She is also the party’s secretary for 
youth and mass organizations, and a former state min- 
ister for social and economic affairs. Her group was 
welcomed at Cotonou International Airport by a delega- 
tion from the People’s Revolution Party of Benin led by 
Comrade (Tchabli Lafia), member of the party Central 
Committee and first deputy chairman of its External 
Affairs Department. It must be noted that the visit of the 
MPLA delegation to Benin will help strengthen relations 
between the two parties. To provide some additional 
details, Mrs Maria Mambo Cafe told our reporter, Frejus 
Bokon, about the objective of her visit. 


[Begin recording} [Cafe] We have come to Benin as mem- 
bers of our party in response to an invitation that our party, 
the MPLA-Labor Party, received from the fraternal Beni- 
nese party. We will take advantage of this opportunity to 
hold talks with our Beninese party comrades and initiate 
contacts with the officials and brotherly people of Benin. As 
you know, they are working hard to build a society for the 
welfare of all. Thus, our trip is designed to strengthen our 
relations and to convey the Angolan people’s support for 
and admiration of the Beninese people in their just struggle 
for progress. We have also come to pass along the backing of 
our party, the MPLA-Labor Party, and its chairman, Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos, to his counterpart, President 
Mathieu Kerekou. We believe our trip here will change the 
[words indistinct] with the facts, and will help us learn from 
ihe experience of the Beninese people. Indeed, they are far 
more experienced than we are, as far as the [word indistinct] 
of an independent country is concerned. Angola achieved 
independence only 12 years ago; as such, it must learn from 
the experience of other African countries in a variety of 
fields, including mass and youth organization, and [word 
indistinct}. All the achievements of the Beninese revolution, 
as well as its rich historical heritage, can enrich the history 


of the Angolan people. 


[Bokon] Madam, could you tell us about the relations 
between the People’s Revolution Party of Benin and 
the MPLA? 


[Cafe] Relations between our two parties are growing. 
Benin has always supported our people’s just struggle 
against apartheid, and [words indistinct] we think that 
after this meeting, we will set the terms that will guide 
future cooperation between our party and the People’s 
Revolution Party of Benin. We may even sign a working 
agreement between the two parties. [end recording] 


1245 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] President Lansana Conte returned to Conakry 
today after a 1-week visit to China. Boubacar Yacine 
Diallo reports: 


[Begin recording] [Diallo] Genera! Lansana Conte is here 
now. It is raining slightly, which is a sign of good luck, at 
least according to tradition. As you know, the president 
of the Republic was accompanied on his trip by a large 
delegation from the CMRN and the cabinet, and by his 
wife, Mrs Henriette Conte. So, for an entire week, he and 
Chinese leaders discussed the possibilities of revitalizing 
bilateral cooperation. In addition, General Lansana 
Conte undoubtedly raised international and African 
issues with Chinese leaders, and from what we have 
heard, their views on most of these questions were 
identical. The two countries are involved in programs for 
reconstruction, and for political and economic change. 
In short, restructuring is going on both here and in 
China. [passage omitted] 


Now that ihe arrival ceremonies are over, the head of 
state, Gen Lansana Conte, will take stock of his |-week 
visit to China. 


[Conte] Our visit to China was a very good thing. Indeed, 
I took the opportunity to meet with all the major Chinese 
leaders, and we discussed political, economic, and social 
issues. We had the same points of view on the problems 
we examined. The Chinese authorities showed a great 
deal of understanding. Thus, for my part, I think the visit 
was a success, and has had very positive results. 


[Reporter] Mr President, you have seen China engaged in 
reconstruction. What struck you most in that great country? 


[Conte] What struck me most was the mobilization of 
the Chinese for the new program their leaders have 
drawn up. One can see in the face of all Chinese that they 
are almost just as we were on 3 April 1984. One feels they 
have gotten rid of a burden—the old administration. 
There is freedom and openness in the entire country. In 
China, one now meets citizens from all countries of the 
world, and they are very much at ease. [passage omitted] 
[end recording] 


Liberia 
Former Official Reportedly Stages Coup Attempt 


Doe Addresses Nation 
AB1307173588 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Text] President Samuel K. Doe has announced that 
another plot to overthrow the Government of Liberia 
has been foiled today. In a nationwide broadcast a short 
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while ago, President Doe revealed that members of the 
Joint Security Forces exchanged gunfire with what is 
believed to be an invading force at one of Liberia's 
border posts in Nimba County this morning. 


According to the president, the alleged invading forces 
were led by former vice head of state of the defunct PRC 
[People’s Redemption Council], J. Nicholas Podier, Jr. 
Dr Doe said, based upon security reports, about 11 
others were involved in the attempted invasion. The 
president further indicated that reports he has say that 
there were casualties on the side of the alleged invading 
forces and that others were arrested. Those arrested are 
being brought to Monrovia for futher investigation. 
President Doe did not say, however, if the leader of the 
group, General Podier, is among the dead or the 
arrested. Nimba County shares external borders with 
both the Republi._s of Guinea and Ivory Coast. The 
president’s broadcast did not, however, specify as to 
which border post the alleged invading forces had used 
to enter Liberia. Dr Doe then assured all Liberians and 
foreigners alike that his government is in complete 
control of the situation and there is no need to panic. 
The president promised to provide additional informa- 
tion on the situation as he receives it. 


It can be recalled that J. Nicholas Podier, Jr was one of the 
original 17 enlisted men who overthrew the government of 
President William Tolbert on April 12, 1980. He was then 
made speaker of the People’s Redemption Council govern- 
ment. Later, Gen Podier replaced Thomas Weh Syen as vice 
head of state when Mr Weh Syen himself was accused of 
plotting against the government of President Samuel K. 
Doe. Mr Podier finally fell out from power when he was 
accused by the government of President Doe of plotting to 
overthrow the Liberian Government. 


Further on Speech 
AB1307214588 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[Text] The Liberian leader, Dr Samuel K. Doe, has 
announced today that another coup plot to overthrow his 
government has been foiled. In a nationwide broadcast 
about 4 hours ago today, President Doe revealed that 
members of the Joint Security Forces exchanged gunfire 
with what is believed to be an invading force from the 
Liberian-Ivorian border in Nimba County. The invasion 
force is alleged to have been led by the former vice head 
of state of the defunct People’s Redemption Councii, 
Major General J. Nicholas Podier. 


[Begin Doe recording] In keeping with our policy of 
informing you of developments in the country, we are 
here this afternoon to brief you concerning a matter for 
great concern to the nation and people. Let us begin by 
first expressing our sincere appreciation to you for 
responding to our invitation. 


WEST AFRICA 


Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, fellow citizens: 
About 5 o’clock a.m. this morning, members of our Joint 
Security Forces deployed at the Nimba border were 
involved in an exchange of gunfire with what appeared 
to be another invasion force led by Mr J. Nicholas 
Podier, Jr, former vice head of state of the People’s 
Redemption Council. According to security reports 
received there were about |! others involved in the 
attempted invasion. However, because of the vigilance 
of the Joint Security Forces, these individuals were 
unable to penetrate. | am informed by the minister of 
national defense that in the process of the exchange of 
fire, some members of the invading force were killed and 
Others were injured. Those arrested are being brought 
down to Monrovia for further investigations. We wish at 
this time to assure all our citizens, residents, and part- 
ners in progress, that the situation is under control and 
there is no need to panic. [applause] [end recording} 


President Samuel K. Doe further said that despite the 
appeals to Liberians in exile to return home and contrib- 
ute to national development, some have disregarded the 
call only to bring untold sufferings to many. 


[Begin Doe recording] It may be recalled that on several 
occasions, we have extended an invitation to those 
Liberians living in self-imposed exile to return home, 
join their compatriots, and help build the nation. Whilst 
some of our citizens have responded positively to this 
call and are today living in peace and making their 
contribution, it is regrettable that for others this appeal 
seems to have fallen on deaf ears. 


Perhaps even more disturbing is the fact that our entire 
[word indistinct] when our people, old and young are 
working relentlessly to improve conditions in the soci- 
ety, there are people out there doing all they can to 
destroy all we have sought to build. Let me assure you, 
however, distinguished ladies and gentlemen and fellow 
citizens, that we will continue to defend and protect lives 
and property in this country at all times, even at the peril 
of our lives. [applause] 


At the same time, let me point out that anyone who attempts 
to use this situation as an opportunity to harass or intimi- 
date peaceful citizens will be dealt with drastically. 
[applause] Members of the Joint Security have been alerted 
to ensure the full protection of lives and properties. 


Mr Vice President, Mr Speaker, Your Excellencies, dis- 
tinguished (?guests), ladies and gentlemen [words indis- 
tinct] it is and has been our abiding duty to report to you 
on this development in the country. As more informa- 
tion becomes available on the situation, the nation will 
be informed. [passage indistinct] [applause] We wish to 
ask you for (hope) and cooperation [words indistinct] 
ladies and gentlemen, members of the legislature, our 
partners in progress, and all citizens as we forge ahead 
for the development, peace, and common understanding 
in our nation. May God pity us to bless the work of our 
citizens and save the state. [end recording] 
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Information Minister Comments 
AB1307174588 London BBC World Service ‘n English 
1710 GMT 13 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] President Samuel Doe of Liberia has told the 
country’s legislature this afternoon that another coup 
attempt against his government has been foiled. Apparently 
there was a shoot-out this morning in Nimba County in the 
northeast of the country that borders on Ivory Coast and 
Guinea, and it seems someone who was once really high up 
in Liberia’s Government was involved. On the line to 
Monrovia, a few minutes ago, Mark Doyle asked Emmanuel 
Bowier, Liberia’s information minister, exactly what Presi- 
dent Doe claimed had happened. 


[Begin recording] [Bowier] Well, the speech by the pres- 
ident of Liberia specifically stated that about | 1 persons 
were involved in what appeared to be an invading force 
allegedly led by Mr J. Nicholas Podier, Jr, former vice 
head of state of the People’s Redemption Council. 


[Doyle] So which country, according to the president’s 
information, did this invasion force come from? 


[Bowier] You know, the president did not mention 
anything as such. Investigations are still going on. We do 
not know whether they came through any country or 
whether they were airlifted or anything. We do not know 
any information as such. They are still investigating. 


[Doyle] Now when did this happen, according to Presi- 
dent Doe’s speech? 


[Bowier] This happened July 13 at 5 a.m. There was an 
exchange of gunfire between the alleged invading force 
and the Joint Security of Liberia. 


[Doyle] And what has happened to these | 1 people now? 


[Bowier] Well, the president’s address to the legislature 
said that in the process some members of the invading 
force were killed and others were arrested. Those 
arrested are presently being brought to Monrovia for 
further investigation. 


[Doyle] Now what about the alleged leader of this 
invasion force, J. Nicholas Podier? Has he been killed or 
has he been arrested? 


[Bowier] No information has been released as to who got 
killed or who got arrested. As soon as that is released we 
will be giving it to the public. 


[Doyle] Now, can you just tell us a little bit about who 
Nicholas Podier is? 
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[Bowier] Nicholas Podier was the former vice head of 
state under the People’s Redemption Council. 


[Doyle] That’s the group that came to power with Pres- 
ident Doe? 


[Bowier] Yes. 


[Doyle] Nicholas Podier, I understand, has been in exile. 
Now where has he been and when did he go there? 


[Bowier] Well, I understand too that he has been in 
self-imposed exile. | do not know where he has been 
residing and I do not know when he went there. 


[Doyle] But when did he stop being the number two in 
the government? 


[Bowier] He stopped being the number two in the 
government about 1984, August. 


[Doyle] Mr Bowier, since President Doe has come to 
power there have been a large number of alleged coup 
d’etats and alleged invasions and so on and the opposi- 
tion often say that these are just an excuse to get rid of 
the opposition. 


[Bowier] I will want to tell you that in this case the 
government is saying that the former vice head of state is 
part of an invasion force. If this is just an excuse, you will 
be here. Your correspondent is welcome; and the press is 
here, the diplomatic corps is here, and when they are 
brought down the facts will be there for you to see and 
you will be able to judge whether this is something 
people are thinking. 


[Doyle] Eleven people doesn’t sound like much of an 
invasion force. 


[Bowier] Well, except you know otherwise, that || 
people could not be an invasion force in your own 
estimation; but if 11 people come with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and uniforms, that is an invasion force and | 
wonder whether you know if there are more around. 


[Doyle] Well, are there any more around? 


[Bowier] I thought you would want to tell since you say 
11 is not sufficient. 


[Doyle] Now apart from those arrested from amongst the 
11 have there been any arrests in Monrovia related to 
this affair? 


[Bowier] No arrests have been announced of people in 
Monrovia. [end recording] 
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